
Dear faithful TSBC family,
In these last days, we shouldn’t 

be surprised that Christians are 
being persecuted and that the 
world seems to have turned upside 
down.

The prophecies of Daniel 7 and 
Ezekiel 38 are most defi nitely be-

fore us today. However, in the mist of these events, 
Tri-State Bible College continues its advancement 
with forward-thinking vision in training faithful ser-
vants for tomorrow.

Two students from our Akron Campus – which 
we established only fi ve years ago – are graduating 
with four-year Bachelor of Arts degrees with minors 
in counseling. This is no small accomplishment, but, 
as we know, with God all things are possible. Grad-
uation exercises are planned on the South Point 
campus for 5 p.m. Saturday, May 16. This will be only 
the second time in history that those exercises have 
been conducted there – the fi rst time was on May 1, 
1999.

The Paul Broomhall Veterans Memorial Campus 
Park and the Bessie Broomhall Outdoor Student Life 
Center are continuing to be developed. Let us pray 
that both of them will be fi nished by their scheduled 
opening date of August 1. 

These are exciting times for the TSBC family and 
students. As we refl ect on them, let us thank and 
honor God for what He is doing. We will not perish 
because we have His vision and His path for His 
Kingdom.

Therefore, let us praise Him for all His goodness, 
grace and mercy; for our students, and for those 
who care so deeply about TSBC’s mission. Please 
avail yourself to the opportunity to visit and witness 
His accomplishments on campus. Stop in anytime.

In His service, 

Jack R. Finch, President
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Leadership Project 
Focuses on Serving

Can a New Testament Church extend God’s mercy 
and grace to other believing assemblies?
Representatives from 10 churches explored that 

question during a Circle of Churches Leadership Proj-
ect at Tri-State Bible College on Tuesday, October 28, 
2014, and came up with a defi nitive answer – yes!

“It’s extremely important for Christians to demon-
strate their love for one another by helping a brother 
in need, regardless of denomination, because, after 
all, there is only one church,” says Dr. Jack R. Finch, 
TSBC’s president.

After enjoying a light breakfast, participants lis-
tened as a panel of three Huntington, W.Va., pastors 
guided the 3½-hour discussion. They included the Rev. 
Carl Lilly, retired pastor of Sunshine Freewill Baptist 
Church; the Rev. David Richards, pastor of Second 
Presbyterian Church; and Expression Church’s Pastor 
Kevin West.

The Leadership Project, in preparation for 18 
months, delved into several corollary subjects derived 
from the central question. For example, who is our 
brother?

“Anyone who is a believer in Christ,” Jack says.
And how would Jesus help a brother?
Dave cited our Lord’s parable of the Good Samari-

tan.
“My brother is anyone who has a need,” he says. 

“A Jewish lawyer asked Jesus, ‘Who is my brother?’ 
The question should be ‘To whom am I a brother?’ 
That’s the real import of that parable.”

Next, what are the obstacles in meeting our broth-
ers’ needs?

“The only obstacle in the long run is that we don’t 
actually see each other as brothers,” Dave answers. 
“We don’t know each other intimately enough to know 
each others’ needs.”

Then how do we take the fi rst step?
“Take time to get to know our brothers, to learn 

about their needs,” Dave says. “We’re more interested 
in our own needs. We don’t want to know their needs 

continued on page 3



Chapel Services Available for Students
Tri-State Bible College offers chapel services for its 

students every three weeks during each semester.
The services are arranged by the Rev. John Arnold, 

a Baptist pastor and Special Metals retiree, who serves 
as TSBC’s chaplain.

The services alternate between Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays so students can attend them on the same 
nights they are taking classes. They are sandwiched be-
tween the afternoon classes, which begin at 4 or 5 p.m., 
and evening classes, which begin at 7 p.m. The chapel 
service takes the first 45 minutes out of the second class. 
That way, a student can take both afternoon and evening 
class and still attend the chapel service.

Past chapel speakers have included Dr. Stephen R. 
Willis, pastor of First Baptist Church in Kenova, W.Va.; Dr. 
Larry Greene, pastor of River Cities Community Church 
in Huntington, W.Va.; Donald Weeks, pastor of Antioch 
Baptist Church in Ona, W.Va.; the Rev. Mike Smith, assis-
tant pastor of First Baptist Church in Proctorville, Ohio; 
and J.R. Gullett, a TSBC graduate. member of Central 
Baptist Church in Ashland, Ky., and pastor of Trinity Sta-
tion Assisted Living Center in Flatwoods, Ky.

“Our fall 2014 semester included TSBC graduates who 
are pastors,” John says. “And we ask current students to 
conduct one chapel service during each semester.”

The spring 2015 semester continues until May 8.

Three Generations from One Family Attend TSBC
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Samantha “Sami” Miller, 19, of South Point, Ohio, has 
been attending Tri-State Bible College since the fall 

2013 semester.
Sami’s affection for TSBC must be in her genes. 

Her father, Aaron, and her grandfather, Van, also stud-
ied there. And, for good measure, so did her grand-
mother Charotte.

During the semester that began in January, Sami 
is taking major prophets; English, grammar and com-
position 2; Acts; and physical sciences and scientific 
reasoning. She also considered Revelation and Bible 
geography – maybe one or the other, or maybe both!

Sami’s major is Bible theology and she has two 
minors – missions and counseling.

“A lot of people my age already have a job in 
mind,” she says. “I don’t. I want to do missionary work 
or counseling work, but I’m not sure yet what God has 
in mind for me.”

She has a Plan B in case she gets married.
“If I don’t go on the mission field, I can teach God’s 

Word to my children,” she says. “It’s a win-win situation 
either way.”

Sami, who was home-schooled, and her parents 
are members of Union Missionary Baptist Church in 
Chesapeake, Ohio.

Aaron Miller, 44, took several classes at TSBC in 
2002, including Romans and Bible geography. And he 
may go back someday for more.

“I teach a college-age Sunday School class at Union,” 
he says. “That may be as far as God has me to go.”

But he also witnesses to his fellow workers while 
they maintain Lawrence County roads and has seen 

many of them saved.
 Sami’s grandfather, Van Miller, 71, of Deering Ohio, 

graduated from the college in 1979. He never has 
pastored a church, but he has filled in at probably 50 
churches in West Virginia, Ohio and Kentucky – includ-
ing his own Unity Baptist Church in Ashland.

“I preach God’s Word wherever I’m called, and 
then I leave their problems with them,” he says.

Van’s calling led Charlotte to attend the college, 
too.

“I felt like I didn’t know anything,” she says.
So she took classes on Jeremiah, Revelation, 

Paul’s letters, and how to be a pastor’s wife.
“I had so much to learn and I knew I would get that 

help at the college,” she says. “What is so sad is that 
people in the Tri-State don’t know what this school 
offers and the talent that’s up there.”

The older members of the Miller family see much 
value in TSBC for the younger generation.

“The college is one of the Tri-State’s best-kept 
secrets,” Aaron says. “There is a lot of flexibility, what 
with on-line classes and night classes. “That’s good for 
young people who have to work.”

He also mentions personal relationships with the 
dedicated teachers, small class sizes, financial aid, and 
scholarships as additional pluses for the young. 

Van adds that the college is important for young 
people because it focuses on the Word of God.

“The greatest drought in this country is the lack of 
knowledge of the Scriptures,” he says. “The Word of 
God and the teaching of the Scriptures is what chang-
es lives.”
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Thanks to the help by Norma Jean Staten, Chan-
cellor Clifford Marquardt and several others, a 

book will soon roll off the presses describing Tri-
State Bible College’s first 45 years.

The Rev. Walter E. Staten, who was married to 
Norma Jean for nearly 31 years before his untimely 
death in 1988, founded the school in 1970 with the 
help of other churches and pastors. He became 
its first president, and enrolled 50 students when 
classes began on August 28 of that year.

Brother Staten, who was from the Portsmouth, 
Ohio, area, had pastored three churches – Waits 
Missionary Baptist Church in Sciotoville, Ohio; 
Clintonville Bible Church in Clintonville, Wis.; and 
Bethesda Free Church near Clintonville – was 
serving Calvary Bible Church in Fond du Lac, Wis., 
in 1969 when the Rev. Jerry Miller, pastor of Tri-
State Baptist Temple in South Point, Ohio, asked 
him to come home and start a Bible college.

The book will describe the college’s efforts to 
win accreditation by the Association for Biblical 
Higher Education and authorization by the Ohio 
Board of Regents to grant Bachelor of Arts in Bible/
Theology and Associate of Arts degrees.

The college has conferred 209 degrees on 
more than 2,000 graduates through the years. Fall 
2014 enrollment for the South Point and Akron 
locations was 57 students, 23 of them full time, 
earning 542 credits.

because we might have to get our hands dirty in 
giving them a helping hand.”

And finally, how will knowing all this change 
our ministries?

“Maybe for the first time, we will stop worrying 
about whether our bills are paid,” Dave explains. 
“When our churches have declining budgets, we 
want more people – not so we can share the Gos-
pel with them, but because we want their money.”

“Our purpose is to represent the students – and 
represent them well,” says Ryan Navy, president 

of Tri-State Bible College’s seven-member Student 
Council.

“Students have needs and ideas that we bring to 
members of the administration to see if they will imple-
ment them,” says Ryan, who is 23.

And he offers examples.
“Last year, when Jenny May was council president, 

we spruced up the ‘Welcome to South Point’ sign at 
the South Point exit of U.S. 52,” he says. “We made it 
look really good.”

And remember the horrible winter of 2014?
“We had a lot of snow days during the spring 

Student Council Fills Valuable Role

Work on Research Center 
Progressing Quickly
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The Broomhall Bible Research Center is progressing 
quickly, even with the extremely frigid tempera-

tures, snow, and ice we have experienced in the last 
few weeks. 

semester,” Ryan says. “Students were worried about 
getting their assignments in on time.”

So the council went to Phil Kinney, academic dean 
at the time.

“The students got a one-week extension,” he says.
Ryan is in ministry himself. A native of Huntington, 

W.Va., he grew up in Lewis Memorial Baptist Church. 
Today, he serves as executive pastor of New Heights 
Church, which meets at 9:15 and 11 a.m. Sundays in 
the old high school building at 1235 Main St. (U.S. 60) 
in Milton, W.Va. The congregation also meets in small 
groups throughout the week.

Ryan and his wife, Allison, have a 5-year-old 
daughter, Aubrey.

Leadership Project Forcuses on Serving Cont. from page 1

The building is enclosed, the concrete floor in 
place, and duct work is now being installed. 

An entire photo album is available for your review at: 
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.9144015986 
00474.1073741835.223660734341234&type=3

Book Will Chronicle 
TSBC’s History BOB WITHERS
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Our value proposition is, We Make it Easy.
Our vision is to be the benchmark that 
others aspire to match.
Our mission is to operate in a way that 
brings glory to our Redeemer King.

TRI-STATE BIBLE COLLEGE welcomes your prayers, fi nancial investment, comments 
and interested sponsors for the SHOFAR. Contact information: 

TRI-STATE BIBLE COLLEGE 
506 Margaret St., PO. Box 445, South Point, OH 45680 

or just stop in.  


