
Dear faithful TSBC family,
I must say, where has 2014 

gone? We already are in a new 
year with great expectations 
from our God, praying for His 
blessings upon all of us for min-
istry strengths and renewal of 

our hearts and minds.
When Gabriel announced Jesus’s birth to the 

shepherds attending their fl ocks, not only were 
they amazed but were wowed from hillside to 
hillside, when their eyes were opened and they 
saw God’s angelic host. What an encounter!

 We have encounters every day here at the 
college. New students are enrolling for the 
spring semester. Old friends and alumni are vis-
iting – and watching a new part of the Broom-
hall Bible Research Center being built. Teachers 
are teaching God’s Word and chapel speakers 
are ministering to us. The Akron location is 
growing. And Bob Withers is starting to write 
a book about Tri-State Bible College’s 45-year 
history.

 Please bring in soon any special item for 
the time capsule that we will place in the fl oor 
of the new chapel on the day we dedicate our 
new facility. The capsule will be opened on Jan. 
7, 2070 – our college’s 100th birthday. What an 
encounter!

May I express my thanks for your prayers, 
contributions, and your time with us as we at-
tempt to participate together in the building of 
God’s Kingdom. 

Our door is always opened to you.

Jack R. Finch, President
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Jenny May will graduate from 

Tri-State Bible College in May, 
but she's already in ministry.

During the fall 2014 semester, 
she taught the history of Israel 
via the Internet to students at 
the Ethne Bible Center in Nadiad 
Gujarat, India. She hopes to do it again during the 
spring 2015 semester.

“My husband, Russell, and I went to India on 
a mission trip a year and a half ago,” she says. 
“They stole our hearts.”

Jenny also teaches Hebrew on Thursday 
nights at her church, the Sanctuary of Grace, in 
Proctorville, Ohio.

Jenny and Russell also are affi  liated with Wake 
Up Ministries, a free street ministry.

And they also minister to bikers' clubs.
“He rides; I don't,” she laughs. 
TSBC has helped her do all this.
“It's a good place to expand your Bible knowl-

edge and to meet like-minded people,” she says.
The couple plans to continue all their minis-

tries – and do more for the students in India.
“We want to work on getting the Bible study 

tools they need,” she says. “They don't have the 
resources to study the Scriptures in their original 
languages. For example, they don't have a He-
brew-Hindi lexicon or a Greek-Hindi lexicon.” 

Jenny and Russell live in the Westmoreland 
section of Huntington, W.Va. They have two chil-
dren – daughter Edan, in college, and son Daniel, 
a junior at Spring Valley High School.

Graduating Senior 
Already in Ministry
BOB WITHERS



Tri- State Bible 
College North

Students in three classes – 
Professor David Nelson’s 

Introduction to Christian Educa-
tion class (top right) Professor 
Avery Danage's Pentateuch class 
(right), and Professor Harvey 
Glover's General Psychology 
class – listen intently to their in-
structors in Akron, Ohio. Tri-State Bible College's 
northern location has experienced a growth 
spurt by being allowed to share evening class-
room space at Herzing University.

TSBC President Jack Finch 
reports that work is proceeding 
well on the Broomhall Bible Re-
search Center.

“The footers and founda-
tion have been poured, and the 
building is under roof,” he says. 
“Construction is taking place on 
the inside.”

The building will include 
eight classrooms, two offices 
– the business office and the 
financial aid office – a chapel, 
and a student center,” he says.

Jack notes that when spring 
returns, work will begin on an 
outdoor student life center.

“This will be an area students 
can use for worship and study, 
and enjoy barbecues and other 
outdoor activities,” he says. “We 
don't know yet what all it can be 
used for.”

After those projects are com-
plete, TSBC will solicit funds to 
build the Paul Broomhall Veter-
ans Memorial Park.

Paul, who died at age 88 in 

2005, was a disabled veteran 
who served in the Pacific The-
ater during World War II as a 
member of the U.S. Army's 2nd 
Engineer Special Brigade. He 
and his wife, Bessie, who died 
at age 100 in 2014, took a com-
bined total of 44 class hours at 
the college between 1972 and 
1986. And they kept on studying 
after that.

“They were always studying 
something out of the Bible,” says 
TSBC Chancellor Clifford Mar-
quardt.

Paul and Bessie, who were 
members of Cornerstone United 
Methodist Church in Portsmouth, 
lived at Hill View Retirement 
Center in Portsmouth.

Work Proceeding on Bible 
Research Center BOB WITHERS



Tri-State Bible College could not 
provide the resources it does 

without the “Circle of Churches” 
that boosts the school's bottom line.

One example is Fairview Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, located at 
1625 Piketon Road in Minford, Ohio. 
The congregation has been faithful-
ly supporting the college since 1974. 

Soon after the Rev. Tim Palla 
became Fairview's pastor in 1999, 
he found out about the church's 
support of the college. It wasn't 
long before he met Chancellor Clif-
ford Marquardt.

“He actually oversaw my ordi-
nation at Fairview,” Tim says.

Dr. Marquardt went to Fairview 
and taught several classes. Tim 
learned so much, he went to the 
college for more.

“I've actually gone there off and 
on for 10 years,” he says. “Maybe 
longer.”

Fairview was his first pastorate 
after spending years in finance and 
banking and writing and editing 
articles for several newspapers and 
magazines.

“TSBC really gave me a very 

strong foundation in learning to be 
a pastor,” he says. “They taught me 
how to rightly divide the Word.”

Tim reverted to bi-vocational 
status a year ago when the op-
portunity came his way to run The 
Feed Store at 9000 U.S. 104 in 
nearby Lucasville. But his first love 
is Christ and his pastorate.

“My wife, Jennifer, and I are 
taking classes to sign for the hear-
ing-impaired,” he says. “We hope to 
start signing – as well as preaching 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ – at our 
church.”
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TSBC Teacher 
Celebrates a Significant 
Milestone
The Rev. Leo Skaggs and his wife, Bonnie, 

celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary on 
Friday, October 31, 2014.

Leo, a native of Ansted, W.Va., planned to wed 
his beloved on Friday, October 28, 1949, but their 
blood tests had not been returned. They finally 
came back on the following Monday and the wed-
ding took place.

Only afterward did Leo realize their nuptial 
occurred on Halloween!

He teases his bride about that.
“I tell her it was a trick that she insisted was a 

treat,” the 87-year-old pastor declares with a laugh.
All kidding aside, Leo offers simple-yet-pro-

found advice for establishing a happy and endur-
ing marriage.

“Love each other and be understanding,” he 
says. 

Leo and Bonnie, who live in the East Pea Ridge 
area of Huntington, W.Va., have pastored two 
churches: Calvary Baptist in Wayne, W.Va., for six 
years; First Baptist of Guyandotte in Huntington for 
28 years, and now back at Calvary for the past 12 
years.

Leo, an adjunct teacher at TSBC, conducts 
classes in English, history, pastoral theology, parlia-
mentary procedure and philosophy.

Alumnus Is Grateful 
for What TSBC Taught 
Him

The Rev. Troy Delaney has been pastor of Provi-
dence Missionary Baptist Church in Crown City, Ohio, 
since 2008.

And that is about the time he started attending 
Tri-State Bible College. He graduated in May 2014 with 
an Associate of Arts degree and a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in theology with a minor in ministry.

When he's asked how the school helped him, he 
offers a long list.

“Where do I start?” he sighs.
First, he mentions his relationship with the Lord.
“I know Him better now,” he says. “My school ex-

perience has strengthened my faith.”
Then he transitions to his ministry.
“I have a better understanding of what the Lord 

desires from a pastor, and how to understand people 
to a deeper degree,” he says.

And then he mentions his instructors.
“I have truly been encouraged by the dedicated 

lives of those who are committed to teach others,” he 
says. “They also led me to fall in love all over again 
with the Word of God.”  

Troy, 52, also had served as the associate pastor 
of Mercerville Missionary Baptist Church in Mercerville, 
Ohio, for three years while he was self-employed as a 
carpenter.

He and his wife, Lora, have been married for 33 
years. They have three grown daughters.
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